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Ms. Westendorf and Mrs. Ramacher

Welcome! CPO Science is an inquiry based, hands-on science program using an integrated approach. Earth and space science concepts are incorporated with physics and chemistry concepts. Recurring themes include energy, forces, systems, and properties of matter. Many of the important science concepts are repeated in different ways to support a variety of learning styles. The course provides a strong foundation of subject matter, inquiry, experimental, and applied mathematic skills for future biology, chemistry, and physics courses.  


Grading Scale

Grades are weighted: Tests 40%, Labs 30%, Homework Quizzes 20%, Scientific Procedures and Processes 10%

A
> 92%

A-
89% - < 92%

B+
86% - < 89%

B
80% - < 86%

B-
77% - < 80%

C+
73% - < 77%

C
65% - < 73%


C-
60% - < 65%

D+
58% - < 60%

D
55% - < 58%

D-
52% - < 55%

F
< 52%

Materials Needed 

· 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper (recommended) or folder and spiral notebook FOR SCIENCE ONLY

· Pen or Pencil

· Lab handbook (purchased in class)

· Textbook (given in class)

Attendance

Good attendance is a leading factor in both school and career success. Because this course is so focused on laboratory work and the discussion of experimental results, class participation takes on an increased importance. Frequent absences and/or tardies make it very difficult to become committed to the whole team effort, putting a student at a real disadvantage.

Absences

It is the student’s responsibility to make up labs, tests, homework, and in-class assignments if he or she is absent. Start by checking the calendar on the class website to determine what we did in class the day you were absent. Handouts and assigned worksheets may be picked up in class in the “Miss a Day” bin. Arrangements to come in before or after school should be made with the teacher. All makeup work is to be completed within 2 days of the date the student returns to class in order to receive any credit. Labs must be made up after school within one week. Special circumstances can be discussed with the teacher. 

Labs 

All labs are to be completed in the purple lab handbook. Because sound science is based on collecting and analyzing data, labs will have a large impact on a student’s grade. Labs will be assessed in a variety of ways (including writing conclusions, quizzes, and oral presentations).

Homework                  

There will be daily homework assignments designed to reinforce concepts we learn in class. They will typically include worksheets or sets of questions from the textbook. Time is usually given during class to work on these assignments so that the student has more resources to answer his or her questions. Homework assignments will NOT be collected and graded, but students are still expected to complete all assignments. Instead, there will be short, frequent quizzes (about 2 per week) assessing the concepts covered in the homework. All assignments are to be kept for future reference.
Passes
Students are expected to use the restroom, get a drink, and stop at their lockers outside of class time. If you must leave the room, you will need to use the special yellow pass given to you on the first day of the semester. Do not lose this pass – without it you will not be allowed to leave the classroom!

Reports to Students and Parents

Parents and students are encouraged to enroll in “School-View” as a means to access your progress. More information on how to enroll is available at the school guidance office. Grades and scores will be posted regularly to keep the student aware of his or her progress in the course. Six and twelve week reports are prepared by student services and mailed out to the students’ homes. 

Classroom Expectations

1. Follow all policies in the student handbook during class (tardy policy, academic integrity, cell phones, etc.).

2. Bring materials every day.

3. Be in your desk prepared to learn when the bell rings.

4. Be attentive and respectful during lectures, notes, videos, and quizzes.

5. Be respectful, safe, and courteous to everyone in the classroom (teacher, students, subs, etc.).

6. YOU are responsible for finding out what you missed if you are absent and completing make-up work on time.  

7. Have FUN - which means participate by asking questions and offering answers!

8. Think Hard. Work Smart.

Rationale for Expectations

With this plan in place, the student will realize that proper behavior and organized preparation for class each day will help to create a positive environment for constructive learning. It is expected that students will respect the rights of others to have the opportunity to learn and study in a safe educational setting. This plan will support, encourage, and reward this type of behavior.

Topics Covered

Semester One





Semester Two

Measurement and the Scientific Process


Magnetism 

Motion, Force, and Newtonian Laws


Properties of Matter 

Work and Energy




Atomic Model and the Periodic Table

Electricity and Magnetism



Chemical Bonding and Reactions 








Waves and Sound
Online Resources

Ms. Westendorf’s Website:

www.sciencewithwestendorf.weebly.com
Use the website for the calendar, homework assignments and additional resources to help you succeed in class.



kimberly.westendorf@moundsviewschools.org


      651-621-6946


rebecca.ramacher@moundsviewschools.org


651-621-6980








